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If so, you may wish to do the following:
1. Apply for Benefits.

As an asylee, you may be eligible to receive benefits including health insurance, help finding a job, English classes, and
more. Applying for and receiving these benefits will not affect your status as an asylee. You have a limited time
to apply for these benefits after the date you received asylum. Various agencies provide benefits to asylees. To make an
appointment with an office near you, or to learn more, if you are in Maryland, please contact the Maryland Asylee
Outreach Project: (240) 284-3306 or asyleeoutreach@hias.org. If you are in another state, go to
www.acf.hhs.gov/orr/map/find-resources-and-contacts-your-state to contact a resettlement agency near you.

2. 0btain more Documents.

You may immediately apply for an unrestricted Social Security card at any Social Security Office. For more information,
visit www.ssa.gov or call 1-800-772-1213. Also, although you have the authorization to work in the United States as long
as you remain in asylum status, you may wish to apply for an Employment Authorization Document (EAD; also known as
a work permit). To learn more, visit www.uscis.gov/i-765. Lastly, you may need a Form 1-94 to receive certain benefits. To
make an appointment to receive one, call USCIS (800-375-5283), explain that you have received asylum, and ask for an
InfoPass appointment.

3. If possible, apply for asylum for your family members.

You may request derivative asylum status for your spouse and children. You must have been married prior to the
dateyou received asylum, and your child/children must have been less than 21 years of age whenyou submitted your
asylum application. You havetwo years from the date you received a grant of asylum to apply for your
familymembersto join you as asylees. For more information, visit www.uscis.gov/i-730.

4. Apply for Legal Permanent Residency.

After you have been physically present in the United States for one year following the date you received asylum, you may apply
for Legal Permanent Residency (a Green Card). Five years after the residency start date listed on your Green Card, you may
apply for U.S. citizenship. To learn more, speak with an immigration attorney or visit www.uscis.gov/i-485.
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